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	 The months of May and June are the months we celebrate our 
mothers and our fathers.  It’s our effort to show our appreciation and our 
honor for what they have invested in our lives. If nothing else, the fact that 
they gave us life.  

	 Not every mother or father have lived their lives in an honorable 
way.  The damage they brought to the lives of their families is sometimes 
more obvious than the good they might have done for their families.  We 
live in a day when families are not accomplishing what God created them 
to accomplish.  Because of this, there is confusion in the street, in our 
churches and our government.  We are living like people who have been 
raised in the jungles, without education or understanding.  We have educa-
tion on every corner, but our education is not making us act with wisdom.  
Our country has departed from the God who has blessed us and given us 
all our benefits.  Why do we have violence in the streets?  Why would a 
policeman do harm to a victim he is paid to protect?  Why would a pas-
tor preach the truth and then violate that truth in his daily life?  We have 
the Word of God in our hands but not in our hearts or our lives.  Because 
of this, our families are broken, and just like Eve, instead of being “Help 
Meets” to one another, we are “helping to destroy” one another.

	 PROVIDER - FATHER

	 The family was designed to represent the image of the godhead.  The 
godhead is our example of what God created us to be in our families.  The father 
represents the Heavenly Father.  The father is the PROVIDER of the family.  This 
does not mean that the women cannot provide for the family.  It means that God 
holds the father responsible for the provisions. The virtuous woman in Prov-
erbs 31 is a very productive woman and causes the husband’s goods to increase.  
While her work produces increase, God never intended her to bear the burden of 
the necessary provisions.  Both husband and wife are to work toward the building 
of the home.  Both positions should bring growth and increase.

	 A wrong prespective concerning money is often the reason for a broken 
home.  The LOVE of money is the root of all evil (destruction).  When a man 
takes a wife and she takes his name, she becomes a JOINT heir.  What’s his is hers 
and what’s hers is his!  They are ONE!  The Word (Jesus) has access to all the

Father has!  The Father is in charge of 
the distribution, but it belongs to both.  
Many husbands will not release own-
ership of their money when it comes 
to marriage.  Many women will not 
release ownership of their money and 
the two never work as one.  When both 
husband and wife are working out-
side of the home there is often a con-
test between who is the best supporter 
and then feeling they have more rights 
if they contribute more money.  You 
cannot work as one authority when ev-
erything is judged by who supplies the 
most money. 

	 The greatest thing that ever 
happened to our marriage was when 
we sought how to handle our money in 
a way that would bring glory to God.  
Some husbands are excellent at handling 
money.  They have a right attitude about 
it, they give God what is rightfully His, 
they pay their bills on time and they do 
not use it to manipulate their wife and 
children.  Others struggle with needs 
that would keep them from being a 
good provider.  No one can tell you how 
you are to handle your finances.  There 
is not a right or wrong way, but there 
are right and wrong principles concern-
ing the way you respond and spend your 
money.  Too often we attempt to set 
down rules and regulations as to how 
every  one  should handle their 
        (Continued on page 2)

PROVIDER -
FATHER



2

money.  My wife went to a seminar some years ago and the woman teacher said 
a wife should never write a check.  She said that only the man should handle the 
finances.  Many women went home thinking that if they helped their husbands 
with the finances they wouldn’t be submissive wives.  I happen to be a man who 
needs a secretary.  My wife does my office work when it comes to money.  I am 
the responsible party and she carries out my orders.  I get wrapped up in the daily 
work and often forget about what day it is and when it is that the bills come due.  
For years I also had an expense account that I handled and it was helpful to me 
to have my wife take care of the home finances.  All that I have is ours and it’s 
to her advantage to do a good job as my secretary.  When we come up short with 
the finances she will say, “You have a problem!”  I bear the burden; she does the 
paper work.  If you see you need help, don’t have so much pride that you can’t ask 
for help.  Just remember, do not put the burden of finances on your wife.   One of 
the greatest tests  to knowing if you have a right attitude about money is how you 
give God what is rightfully his.  Until you tithe with a cheerful heart, money is 
too important to you.  God designed the man to provide for the home.  There are 
many needs of  a home and not all of those needs are money.

	 The father is also the husband or husbandry.  He plants the seed and then 
it is his responsibility to tend to the plant.  He is to till the soil, to water and prune 
and take care of the cleaning of the plant.  He is the saviour of the body. (Eph. 
5:23)  That means, he is the deliverer of the body. He is to protect.  

	 If you are going to protect someone, you are going to have to pay atten-
tion to their needs.  Most men do not even know what their wife’s needs are.  You 
would have to be close in heart to be able to do this properly.  Have you ever 
passed by a yard and just been amazed at how neat and clean kept it looks?  What 
about the yard where it looks like they only do what is necessary to keep the city 
from giving them a citation.  A lot of husbands only do what they can get away 
with.  They don’t realize that the life of the woman is a reflection of the man.  
They are ONE.  What kind of a reputation does your family have.  Are they a 
picture of chaos or organization?  Happy or murmurers?  Enjoying the journey or 
just putting up with life?

	 You may be a great provider, but the most important thing a father should 
do is to LOVE his family.  Love never fails!   You might say, “You don’t under-
stand; my wife is not a lovable person.”  If your wife has a problem being lov-
able, it doesn’t excuse you for being unlovable.  Anyone can love the lovely.   A 
husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the church.  Christ died for the church 
when we were yet sinners!!!  He took the first step.  He was our example.  In most 
marriages today the father and mother simply put up with one another.  Few chil-
dren are raised in a home of LOVE.

	 Take a good look at your home.  Does LOVE live inside your home?  
What kind of relationship do you and your wife have?  You may fulfill all your 
responsibilities with your hands, but do you fulfill your responsibilities with your 
heart?  How does she feel about your love for her?  Have you convinced her that 
her life is as important to you as yours is?  Have you found balance between serv-
ing and ruling your house?  Do you know how to be gentle and strong at the same 
time?  Is your leadership anything like God’s leadership to us?  You were created 
to exhibit the image of God to your wife and children.  

	 Does your family see you as a 
person who keeps his word?  One of 
the best ways to show God in your life 
is to be a man of your word.  God never 
breaks His Word to us.  We will fail, but 
when we fail, do we quickly make it 
right with our family?  One of the joys 
about serving our God is knowing that 
what He says He will do.

	 There is nothing as great as a 
great father.  A great father is a father 
who concerns himself with the needs 
of his family.  Being poor is not bad, 
but being poor and no one cares that 
you are poor is bad.  You may only 
have a dollar, but if your family knows 
that you are working at it and that their 
needs matter to you, your family will 
feel secure with that dollar.  It’s not the 
amount of provisions that matter to a 
family.  It is the heart of the one provid-
ing that makes the difference.

	 This Father’s Day, more than 
likely, your children will honor you for 
being their father.  Will you take a look 
as to what kind of a father you have 
been and commit yourself to allowing 
God to make you a great father so you 
can bring glory to God your Father?

	 My father left home before I 
was born.  I never got to see the great-
ness that he could have been to us 
children, because his life was more 
important to him than our lives were.  
I’m sorry he missed a lot of wonder-
ful years we could have had together as 
a family.   I’m thankful for the life he 
gave me, but I wish I could have seen 
him as a father to us kids.  I have the 
privilege of being the father to three 
sons and four foster daughters.  May 
God help me to encourage and to bless 
their lives.  
                            --Jerry Brewster 

(Continued from page 1)
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Why can we remember the 
tiniest detail that has hap-
pened to us, and not remem-
ber how many times we have 
told it to the same person?
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PRODUCT - Children
	 Children are the product of a man and a woman coming together to build 
a home.  Children were only intended to be brought into a marriage.  Children 
outside of marriage come from sex outside of God’s created purpose for sex.  Any 
sex outside of marriage is SIN! Heb. 13:4 Marriage is honourable in all and the 
bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. We certainly al-
low a lot of sinful living today and never call it what it is because we don’t want 
to offend anyone!  That’s kind of like seeing a house on fire and not warning the 
people inside because we don’t want to scare them!  
	
	 God is here to give us a way to overcome sin should we start wrong. The 
Old Testament says that if a couple is taken up in the heat of the moment and 
violate one another, if they marry they have not sinned, but if they do not make it 
right it is sin.  God knew that people would fail, but He always provides a way to 
make it right.  Today a great number of children have no idea who their father or 
mother is!  Thank God for people who adopt children in need of parents.  Many 
children today and in the Bible were not raised with their real parents.  You do not 
have to be raised by the real ones in order to have a great relationship with an act-
ing father and mother.  Parents are the greatest need of a child and when they are 
deprived of these, Satan sees them as unprotected and he works at causing them 
to be discouraged and hopeless.  BUT, the Scripture says, “When my father and 
my mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me up.”  (Ps 27:10)  No one has to 
be left alone.  God will always be there.

	 In Genesis 1 God said that man was to multiply and replenish the earth.  
This is the purpose of the creation of man.  He also is to have dominion over 
God’s creation.  Children are the products of our homes! Satan works overtime 
attempting to destroy any potential for bringing children into the world.  I heard 
this week that there have been over 55 million abortions in the United States at 
this time.  We have killed a generation.  Maybe one of those children were de-
signed to be our deliver.  Maybe one of them would have turned our country back 
to God.  I wonder how many potential men of God we have destroyed.  If that 
was not bad enough, Satan has many other methods of robbing the womb.  Satan’s 
whole motive for approaching Eve and not Adam was the fact he was trying to 
kill the womb.  Had Eve died childless, Adam could never have fulfilled God’s 
command to reproduce.  Years ago, American families bought into the concept of 
planning what size a family they wanted.  When we married we were often asked, 
“How many children do you want?”  We stopped asking God how many children 
did He want.  We began to manipulate our families.  Many times we are quick 
to have surgeries that prevent birthing simply for convenience.  How do we see 
children today?  What do they mean to our lives?  Are they just play things like 
our animals are?  Just something to have fun with.  Do we see them as a benefit 
or a liability?  Do we just commit 18 years to them and then say you are on your 
own, or do we always see them as an extension of our lives?

	 God created us in His image and we are to produce children in our image.  
Not to just look like us, but to believe as we do.  If I really believe what I say I 
believe, wouldn’t I want my children to believe the same?  Oh we say, but they are 
grown and they can do as they please.  True, but there are powers all around them 
attempting to persuade them to follow their ways.  Why can’t we work at persuad-
ing our children to follow what we believe.  True, I can’t make my children live 
my life, but I can make them want to by the way I live before them.  It should be 
my goal to do my best to lead my children in the way of life.

Ps 127:3-5
Lo, children are 
an heritage of 
the Lord: and the 
fruit of the womb 

is his reward.

As arrows are 
in the hand of a 
mighty man; so 
are children of 

the youth.
 Happy is the 
man that hath 
his quiver full of 
them: they shall 
not be ashamed, 

but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate. 

	 When Satan is successful at 
stopping a birth, he is robbing us of our 
reward from God.  If he has found a 
way of turning your heart away from 
birthing children, he has taken away 
from God and you.  

	 Now, if you desire children 
and God has withheld them from your 
life, then God has another use of your 
life that is of great value to Him.  You 
don’t have to birth children to love 
children!  You don’t have to birth chil-
dren to be happy and fulfilled.  Life 
is found in Christ and not in children.  
Children are opportunities to show the 
greatness of God by the way we raise 
them.  When we raise godly children, 
it glorifies God and it blesses our lives.  
My children are the joy of my life to-
day.  Being old is not always easy, but 
my children hold me up and stand with 
me as encouragers for these days.  This 
week has been a hard week and our 
sons have counseled both me and my 
wife.  It is wonderful to have children 
who can counsel you and help you in 
your time of need.

	 If you are blessed with chil-
dren that are still at home, use this time 
to make a difference in their lives and 
yours.  Do not let them overcome you, 
but you take the lead and lead them into 
principles that will bring life to them.

	 Remember, the father is the 
PROVIDER, the mother is the PRO-
DUCER, and the children are the 
PRODUCTS!  There is no work great-
er than the work of the family.
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I N S P I R A T I O N S

By 
Gloria Brewster

PRODUCER -
MOTHER

	 Well, the first article is about the father, the provider of the family.  Now 
let’s take a look at the mother, the producer of the family.

	 It took me years to see the value of the mother’s position in the family.  
All that is ever talked about is birthing children, cleaning house and serving her 
husband’s needs.  Those are domestic works and they are only the outward ac-
tions of a mother.  A mother has the opportunity to change the world!  The way 
we teach our children and the way we encourage our husbands creates the world 
we live in.  Do you like the world you live in?  Do something about it.  Make a 
difference!

	 The woman’s position in the family is the same that Jesus (The Word) is 
in the godhead.  The Word humbled himself and became like us so he could show 
us how to live. He sacrificed himself so we could be with the Father, as He was.  
Wow!  He really loved us, did He not?  What kind of love do we exhibit as wives 
and mothers?  If we fail as wives and mothers, it is because we would not humble 
ourselves as Christ did.  We’re not going to be under someone we are equal to!  
That is beneath us!  Our pride destroys us.  How do we feel toward Christ for 
what He did for us?  His name is above all names.  We see what He did for us as 
the greatest thing a person could do.  Then why do we feel that what God asks us 
to do is degrading.  It is every bit as great as what Christ was doing for us.  We all 
live because of what Christ did and if you want your family to live, you must do 
your life like Christ did.

	 Jesus is the producer of the godhead.  Jesus said in Him was life.  The 
woman was created with life (milk) in her so she could give life to her children.  
We do the birthing, we do the nourishing and we do the weaning of the child.  
The weaning is teaching them how to control themselves.  How to walk, how to 
talk, how to feed themselves, how to control their tempters, how to respond to 
others, etc.   A mother prepares a child for life.  Why are the children rioting in the 
streets today?  Because they were “left to themselves” when it came to character.  
Mother either didn’t care, or she was off to work and they were left to baby-sitters 
who didn’t feel it was their responsibility.  When I see an out of control anger on 
the road I always wonder, “Did their mother or father not teach them to have self 
control?”   My father would spank me and then say, “You can cry, but cry softly.”  
I was not allowed to throw a fit.  I could speak what I thought 

as long as I spoke with respect.  Self 
control is the secret to a successful life.  
I see adults every day who still have no 
self control in their lives and they are 
destroying everything they touch.

	 A mother, who is controlling 
her life, and not her life controlling her, 
can be a mother who makes a differ-
ence in her generation.

	 A mother should teach her chil-
dren to live by the ten commandments.  
How does she teach them?  By obey-
ing the ten commandments.  A mother 
should teach her children to have right 
attitudes.  How does she teach this?  
By making sure she has a right attitude 
about all things.  A mother should teach 
her children how to love.  How does 
she do this?  By the way she responds 
to their needs and by the way she re-
sponds to their father’s needs.  Also, 
by how she treats her friends.  As the 
singer, Bro. Johnny Flannagan would 
say, “Your talk talks and your walk 
talks, but your walk talks louder than 
you talk talks.”  A personal example 
will encourage the world around you to 
do that which is right.

	 Proverbs 31:10 says, “Who can 
find a virtuous woman? for her price is 
far above rubies.”  A woman of virtue is 
of great value to her husband and her 

(Continued on page 6)
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	 On May the 14th Bro. Larry and Judy Connor celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary.  The Connors came 
into our lives in the mid 90’s.  I had just taken my first pastorate.  The Connors had left the work force and had taken on 
the mission of printing tracts for ministries free of charge.  They had some support, but as usual, it wasn’t a great amount.  
The church in Harlingen was just getting on its feet and couldn’t pay much.  Both we and the Connors prayed down a lot of 
needs together in those days.  

	 Our ministry consisted of caring for missionaries that were going in and coming out of Mexico.  We didn’t know 
about this ministry when we took the church, but we soon found out.  We housed and fed over 250 missionaries from August 
to December.  Bro. Larry and Mrs. Judy worked with us to accomplish this.  We both used all we had to fed them.  There 
were many Sundays Mrs. Judy and Gloria fed from 15 to 20 people.

	 The Connors were always faithful workers.  Anything God called them to do, they just tore into it and did it to the 
best of their ability.  Bro. Larry is a very good carpenter and has built many things for the cause of Christ.  Mrs. Judy has 
the gift of serving and has cooked many  meals for God’s people.

	 It was in Harlingen that the Connors met Mrs. Rose, Bro. David and Connie Cimino.  It was not many years after 
Bro. Dick went to be with the Lord.  Bro. Larry began doing the printing that Bro. Dick had done for many years.  This 
helped Bro. David to keep the work going.  Later Bro. David went to be with the Lord and not long after Mrs. Rose also 
went to be with the Lord.  Mrs. Connie never dreamed that one day the work would be left to her.  She had always taken 
care of the Ciminos and David while they did the work, but now if it was to last, she would need to do it.  Mrs. Connie asked 
me to take the President’s position so the work could have a man in charge.  I prayed about it and God said do it.  This put 
all of us in the same work, although we each had our own work to do.

	 Later God called me to Cedar Hill, Texas, to pastor the Galilean Baptist Church. Before long, God called the Con-
nors to come work along side of us again.  This time we have worked 16 years together.  It has been a total  of some 20 
years.

	 The Connors were not saved until they had raised their children.  They have always wished they had known the 
Lord and could have raised their children in a God fearing home.  The life they live today is 100% turn around from their 
earlier days.  They exhibit the person of Christ in their every day lives and we honor them for their life’s work together at 
this time of their 50th wedding anniversary.  Wonderful Word would not be able to go forward today if it weren’t for their 
willingness to print our tracts.  We say, “Thank you Bro. Larry and Mrs. Judy for your service to this ministry and to the 
cause of Christ.”
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family.  She is more valuable than the stock market!  She takes the provisions that 
her husbands gives her and makes them to grow into great provisions.  Proverbs 
says that the man who has this woman for his wife will have no need of “spoil”.  
Spoil is what the men took when they were in battle.  They could take whatever 
a person owned if they conquered him in war, but the virtuous woman’s husband 
had no need for spoil, because she had done such a good job of taking care of his 
provisions.  He didn’t have to take that second and third job to make ends meet.

	 You might check yourself out and see if what you are doing is benefiting 
the family.  It costs to go to work.  You must have a second car, extra insurance, 
baby-sitting money, clothes to wear to work and eat out when you are too tired to 
cook.  You might be more productive at home.  Whatever or however God says 
for you to accomplish your responsibilities, remember, your heart is to be in your 
home.  That’s where your life is.  When you take care of home, then you are free 
to pursue other things, “as unto the Lord” of course.  

	 The home was intended to be the place of power.  It is supposed to be like 
a battery charger.  It is to charger us with what we need to meet the day, whatever 
it brings.  Home is where we learn to live by conviction and principles.  If your 
home has never laid the foundation of these two things then you and the children 
are left to the wind and you will go wherever the wind blows.  A father needs to 
be put on the spot and have to make his will known to his wife.  How else can she 
do his will?  I fear too many homes are the way we started our home years ago.  I 
remember looking out on the school yard and seeing Jerry and thinking to myself 
that he would do perfectly as my husband.  He was what I wanted.  I never con-
sidered if I were what he needed.  It was all about my life; not his!  How wrong 
for a woman to start out.  There were many things about our lives that just did not 
fit together.  We are as different as day light and dark.  We didn’t have the wisdom 
to check these things out, we just knew that we liked each other and had a great 
time together.  After marriage we realized we were worlds apart on how to live 
life.  We did have some character qualities that saved us.  We both believed that 
we were to keep our word at any cost.  Faithfulness was a top priority for both of 
us.  Neither one of us enjoyed hurting the other person.  When we did injure each 
other, we would apologize and make up, even if we still did not agree with one 
another.

	 Years (10 years) after we married God taught me my place in our mar-
riage and I began seeking to know Jerry’s will for our lives.  I sought to ac-
complish his will to the best of my ability.  Because of this, our children have a 
right respect and love for our positions in their lives.  They love their mother and 
father, because we loved each other in front of them.  There was no friction in the 
house about who had the right of way and who didn’t.  We all knew our place and 
respected our place.  We all had respect for the other person’s place also.  If you 
have never done this at your house, you have no idea what peace you are missing.  
Now, do we still disagree?  Do we still get hot headed?  Do we still fight against 
taking vengeance against each other?  Oh my, yes!  But, if you have self-control 
and live by Bible principles you will keep yourself from destruction of self and 
and the other person.  You will learn that all problems can be solved without de-
stroying one another.
	 I love being a wife and a mother.  I have not always used my place to 

the best of my ability and I wish I had 
died more to self and lived more for my 
family, but when I have lived what I be-
lieve it has worked miracles for me and 
my household.

	 Mother, do you live happy?  If 
not, your family is living in misery.  It 
is so hard to live around an unhappy 
person, especially an unhappy mother.  
You may ask, “What have I to be happy 
about?”  If you are a Christian you can 
rejoice in the fact that your sins are for-
given and that God has given you life 
and an opportunity to do something 
with your life that will show the great-
ness of God.  Forget about yourself!  
God knows where you are and He is 
busy with the things you need.  Just 
think about God and what you can do 
for Him today, and you will find that 
God is going to take care of you in His 
time and His Way!!!

(Continued from page 4)

PRODUCER - MOTHER

GEORGE MULLER’S
Advise to Preachers

	 That which I now considered 
the best mode of preparation for the 
public ministry of the Word, from deep 
conviction, and from the experience of 
God’s blessing upon it, is as follows:  I 
ask the Lord that He would graciously 
be pleased to teach me on what subject 
I shall speak, or what portion of His 
Word I shall expound.  Sometimes it 
happens that a subject, or a passage, 
has been in my mind; in that case I 
ask Him whether I should speak on it.  
If after prayer I feel persuaded that I 
should, I fix upon it, yet so that I would 
desire to leave myself open to the Lord 
to change it, if He please.  Frequently, 
however, it occurs that I have no text or 
subject in my mind before I give my-
self to prayer.  In this case I wait some 
time for an answer, trying to listen to 
the voice of the Spirit to direct me.  If 
then a passage or subject, I again ask 
Him, and that sometimes repeatedly, 
whether it be His will I should speak on 
it.  Frequently it happens that I not only 
have no text or subject, but also do not 
obtain one after once or twice, or more 
times, praying about it.  What I do is 
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TID BITS MONTHLY 
REPORT

	 Have you notice that this year has been a hard year for getting the paper 
out?  This month is for two months, May and June.  We wanted a paper with all 
three of the family articles in it.  Instead of emphasizing mother and father we 
wanted to emphasizing the family.  Another reason is because it has been a dif-
ficult month for writing.  Hopefully we will have some things to share with you 
about the hopes of growth for this work.

	 Our mailing costs have increased quite a lot in the last few years and 
our faithful monthly supporters have stayed just about the same.  Some of our 
monthly supporters have had to drop out because of age and illness.  God is still 
providing for the paper to go out but it is getting tighter.  We would appreciate 
your prayers concerning the support. We have run into a lot of people lately who 
read our little paper and they tell us that the articles seem to be just what they need 
at the time they arrive.  This blesses our hearts.

	 God has worked a work that will give us someone to help with the paper.  
Gloria’s cousin will be living with us for about a year.  She has worked in distri-
bution for Accelerated Christian Education for the past 40 years.  She retired this 
week and is going to help us in the office and with the mailing each month.  It 
takes about 40 hours labor to insert, fold, tab and label the paper.  Some months it 
works out that two or three people can help us and sometimes it is just Gloria and 
me.  We really will appreciate Mrs. Linda Kissel’s help.  She has been a supporter 
of the paper for the last nine years and her heart is in the work already.

	 I suppose everyone has heard that we have had floods of water in our part 
of the country.  While we are very wet, it is wonderful to see so many colors of 
green after having gone through a long, dry period here in Texas. We have more 
rain this month than we did all last year!

	 We did not mention it on page five, but Bro. Larry and Mrs. Judy have 
been really sick since January.  Mrs. Judy’s leg is having a difficult time healing 
and Bro. Larry had knee surgery last Tuesday and fell in the shower Sunday morn-
ing.  He was taken to the hospital in an abundance.  He also has a bad infection 
from the surgery.  Please keep them in your prayers.

	 We were blessed to get a call from one of our supporters that we have 
wanted to know.  The Hopes have faithfully supported this work from the very 
beginning and yet we did not know them.  We have talked twice this month and it 
seems like we have known one another for years.  It is amazing how the family of 
God becomes one in spirit.  Keep reading your Bibles and pray everyday.
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Cimino.  All gifts are tax deductible.  Tid Bits of Wisdom’s web site is 
tidbitswww.com.  Our email is tidbitswww@aol.com.  Phone: 214-293-
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to go on with my regular reading of the 
Scriptures, praying whilst I read, for a 
text.  I have even had to go to the place 
of meeting without a text, and obtained 
it perhaps only a few minutes before I 
was going to speak; but I have never 
lacked the Lord’s assistance at the time 
of preaching, provided I had earnestly 
sought it in private. 

	 Now when the text has been 
obtained, whether it be one or two or 
more verses, or a whole chapter, I ask 
the Lord that He would graciously be 
pleased to teach me by His Holy Spirit, 
whilst meditating over it.  Within the 
last sixty-three years (1895) I have 
found it the most profitable plan to 
meditate with my pen in my hand, writ-
ing down the outlines, as the Word is 
opened to me.  This I do for the sake 
of clearness, as being a help to see how 
far I understand the passage.  I very 
seldom use any other help besides the 
little I understand of the original of the 
Scriptures, and some good translations 
in other languages.  My chief help is 
prayer.  I have never in my life begun 
to study one single part of divine truth 
without gaining some light about it, 
when I have been able really to give 
myself to prayer and meditation over 
it.  This I most firmly believe, that no 
one ought to expect to see much good 
resulting from his labours if he is not 
much given to prayer and meditation.

	 Simplicity of expression, while 
the truth is set forth, is of the utmost 
importance.  It should be the aim of 
the teacher so to speak, that children, 
servants, and people who cannot read 
may be able to understand him, so far 
as the natural mind can comprehend 
the things of God.  It should also be 
considered, that if the preacher strive 
to speak according to the rules of this 
world, he may please many, particular-
ly those who have a literary taste, but 
in the same proportion he is less likely 
to become an instrument in the hands 
of God for the conversion of sinners or 
for the building up of the saints.  For 
neither eloquence nor depth of thought 
makes  the  truly  great  preacher,   but 

such a life of prayer, and meditation, and spirituality, as may render him “a vessel 
meet for the Master’s use,” and fit to be employed both in the conversion of sin-
ners and in the edification of the saints.    ---George Muller
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Ps 127

127 Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that 
build it: except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but 

in vain.

2 It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of 
sorrows: for so he giveth his beloved sleep.

3 Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the 
womb is his reward.

4 As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the 
youth.

5 Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not 
be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.

KJV


